










Big-hearted Mandy heads back to Romania
Last year, when ECC Service 
Co-ordinator Mandy Spence 
traveled to Romania with the 
Habitat for Humanity charity to 
build 10 homes in one week for 
underprivileged young adults, 
she enjoyed the experience so 
much, she’s off again in October.

Mandy, who this time will be 
joined by her husband, will be 
part of a team of volunteers 
who will build homes for 48 
people, who at the minute 
are all living in one large room 
divided up by curtains.

Says Mandy: “It was an incredible 
and humbling experience. We 
worked alongside adult orphan 
families – that is people who 
have grown up in orphanages 
and who had to leave once they 
reached 18.

“With poor education and no 
employment prospects, many 
end up on the streets, or are 
moved around from one 
temporary home to another, 
living in cramped, damp and 
unsafe conditions. With no 
financial means to fund a home 
of their own, these families pay 
Habitat a ‘sweat equity’ whereby 
they give 600 hours working on 
their future home.

“All the Habitat volunteers 
worked hard, but could not 
match the enthusiasm and sheer 
graft of the incredible Romanian 
families. It was inspiring to watch 
a determined group of people 
working so hard to achieve a 
home of their own.

“When the houses were handed 
over at the end of the week in 
an emotional ceremony, rather 
than feeling proud of ourselves, 
we were humbled and grateful 
to the families for allowing us to 
share their adventure.

“I enjoyed the experience so 
much that I jumped at the 
chance to do it all again. I’d go 
every year if I could – I’ve caught 
a virus called Habititus,” she 
laughs.

“I would like to say a big ‘thank 
you’ to everyone who helped me 
fundraise, especially friends and 
family and particularly ECC, who 
were brilliant.”

*Mandy will travel back to 
Romania on October 2 and is 
busy raising the £1,650 needed 
to fund the trip. If anyone would 
like to donate or help in any way, 
email: mandy@eccni.co.uk or 
call: 028 9073 9100.

Four-star luxury at Bushmills Inn Hotel
As the only four-star hotel on 
the North Antrim Coast, the 
Bushmills Inn Hotel has been 
providing guests and visitors 
to the area with the very best 
in accommodation, food and 
coffee for many years and was 
honoured at the Northern 
Ireland Tourism Awards 
as “Winner of Best Hotel 
accommodation 2010”

The 41-bedroom hotel and its 
award-winning restaurant are 
situated at the heart of Giant’s 
Causeway country and just 
stone’s throw from the world-
famous Bushmills Distillery. 
Managing Director Alan Dunlop 
has been working at the hotel 
since 1987 and he and wife, Zoe 
bought the business three years 
ago.

Overlooking the garden 
courtyard, the restaurant (which 
boasts an AA Rosette) takes in 
the original 17th century stables 
and wine cellar and welcomes 
visitors, all day, every day, with 
an imaginatively-prepared 
selection of dishes and snacks 
consisting of the best County 
Antrim produce.

“All our produce is sourced as 
locally as possible, or from 
Ireland as a whole, to support 
local producers and suppliers,” 
says Alan. “And each meal is 
crafted by head chef Gordon 
McGladdery, from traditional 
roots, but with a Bushmills twist.

“Our speciality dish – prime fillet 
of Ulster beef with cracked 
peppercorns, flambéed in 
Bushmills Whiskey and finished 
with cream – has been on the 
menu since 1987.

“Last year saw a major addition 
of 19, ‘over sized’ bedrooms, a 
garden room extension to the 
restaurant, a new patio area, a 
courtyard garden, extension 
to the car park and four new 
conference rooms.

“We have been working with 
The Hot Coffee Company for 
12 years – they provide the 
whole package. They are a local 
supplier, offering a six-weekly 
quality check of our coffee. 
The company also supplies us 
with teas, the latest and most 
efficient coffee machines and a 
maintenance service.

“The Hot Coffee Company is able 
to deliver at short notice and 
source products for clients that 
they wouldn’t normally stock.

“We get very positive feedback 
from visitors and the level of 
repeat guests that pop in for 

coffee has steadily increased 
over the years, which is 
testament to the quality of the 
product and how it is presented.

*Bushmills Inn Hotel, 9 Dunluce 
Road, Bushmills. Tel: 028 2073 
3000. www.bushmillsinn.com
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Four star luxury… Sam enjoying the sun 
with Bushmills Inn receptionist, Kelly Neill.

Big hearted… Hey ho, hey ho, 
it’s off to work I go!


